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Nursing Informatics: The convergence of information science, computer science, and nursing science in order to optimize data and information management and further the development of nursing knowledge.
Course Description
The purpose of this course is to provide a comprehensive introduction to the development and significance of informatics for nursing practice, administration, research, and education. The course will focus primarily on the issues, challenges, and opportunities related to nursing informatics. Discussion and assignments will explore strategies for facilitating effective and appropriate applications of information and computer science in nursing.

Course Content
The course will focus on the following themes:

Conceptualizing the structure and function of informatics, in particular nursing

informatics;

Considerations for information systems design and development including language, ergonomics, human factors, and issues of data security and confidentiality;

 
Application of knowledge engineering and decision support to nursing;

Systems analysis, implementation, evaluation, and management;

Understanding current challenges and opportunities related to nursing informatics.

Expected Outcomes
Upon completion of this course the students will be able to:

1.
Describe the relevance of informatics for nursing practice, administration, research, and 
education.

2.
Identify the key issues and challenges for nurses, particularly nurse information

specialists in the design and use of information technologies. 

3. Identify opportunities and strategies for influencing the future direction of informatics as it pertains to nursing.

Method
This course will incorporate a series of seminars facilitated by the instructor and guest lecturers. In addition, students will be asked to provide formal commentary on seminar topics. Activities will include use of the internet for student assignments and dialogue and opportunities to view applications of information technology in health care and other industry. 

Schedule
Weekly seminars (3hrs): April-July 

