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Introduction  
Background

There has been rapid growth and expectations of health care information systems and technology in health care settings. With this growth has come the need to ensure that nurses have the necessary informatics competencies (knowledge, skills, attitudes and decision making) to effectively meet their responsibilities and standards for nursing practice. The goal of nursing informatics is to improve the health of populations, communities, families, and individuals by optimizing information management and communication. This includes the use of information and technology in the direct provision of care, in establishing effective administrative systems, in managing and delivering educational experiences, in supporting lifelong learning, and in supporting nursing research (Staggers & Bagley Thompson, 2002).

This current project builds on the 1999 National Nursing Informatics Project. It is influenced as well by the Canadian Nurses Association national Health Information: Nursing Components (HI:NC) policy initiative and Health Canada’s Office of Health and the Information Highway (OHIH) work in conjunction with the Canadian Nurses Association (Vision 2020 – ICT in Nursing) and with the University of Victoria Summit on health informatics competencies. (See Appendix A for details.)
Project Goal and Objectives

The overall goal of the national study was to promote the development of nursing informatics (NI) competencies required now and in the future for clinical nursing practice and education. As well, it was expected that faculty would increase their awareness and understanding of the relevance and importance of nursing students developing core competencies in nursing informatics and the use of information and communication technology (ICT). The findings are to be used to inform education decision makers and funders of information and communication technology of the needs related to enhancement of nursing curricula and faculty preparedness in nursing informatics and of information and communication technology requirements in Canadian schools of nursing. 

The national study aimed to describe the current situation of undergraduate nursing informatics education in Canada. Specifically it assesses and describes:

· The nursing informatics education opportunities currently available to undergraduate students in schools of nursing across the country;

· The level of preparedness and expertise of nursing faculty to provide necessary education opportunities in nursing informatics for undergraduate nursing students; 

· The information and communication technology infrastructure and support for providing the education opportunities; and

· Opportunities and needs, including policy, for enhancing nursing curricula, faculty preparedness and ICT infrastructure and support in Canadian schools of nursing.

Researchers, Partners and Funders

Heather F. Clarke, RN, PhD was the project manager responsible for all aspects of the project. Dr. Clarke has extensive experience in survey methodology and is knowledgeable about the subject matter – nursing informatics and undergraduate education. Lynn Nagle, RN, PhD, President of the Canadian Nursing Informatics Association (CNIA) and Chief Information Officer, Mt. Sinai Hospital, Toronto is an expert in nursing informatics and was responsible for overseeing the project on behalf of CNIA. An Advisory Committee was responsible for liasing with their respective organizations, promoting the project and providing advice and feedback to the project manager. (See Appendix C for terms of reference and membership). The project was funded by Health Canada, Office of Health and the Information Highway (OHIH), with in-kind support from CNIA.

