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Terms of Reference

Educating tomorrow’s nurse: Where’s nursing informatics?

A National Nursing Informatics Nursing Education Project

Advisory Committee Terms of Reference

Project Overview

The Canadian Nursing Informatics Association with funding from Health Canada, the Office of Health and the Information Highway (OHIH), is carrying out the project.

The overall goal of the national study is to promote the development of nursing informatics competencies required now and in the future for nursing clinical practice and education. As well, faculty will increase their awareness and understanding of the relevance and importance of nursing students developing core competencies in the use of information and communication technology. The findings will be used to inform education decision makers and funders of information and communication technology of the needs related to enhancement of undergraduate nursing curricula and faculty preparedness in nursing informatics and of information and communication technology (ICT) requirements in Canadian schools of nursing. 

The national study will assess and describe:

· The nursing informatics education opportunities currently available to undergraduate students in schools of nursing across the country;

· The level of preparedness and expertise of nursing faculty to provide necessary education opportunities in nursing informatics for undergraduate nursing students; 

· The information and communication technology infrastructure and support for providing the education opportunities; and

· Opportunities and needs, including policy, for enhancing nursing curricula, faculty preparedness and ICT infrastructure and support in Canadian schools of nursing.

Advisory Committee Membership – Membership will include representatives from the following associations:

· Canadian Association of Schools of Nurses

· Canadian Nurses Association

· Academy of Canadian Executive Nurses

· Canadian Nursing Informatics Association 

· Office of Nursing Policy – Health Canada

Advisory Committee Facilitation – Dr. Heather F. Clarke, Project Coordinator, will facilitate the Advisory Committee, with logistical assistance of Ingrid Smith, Mount Sinai Hospital Staff.

Advisory Committee Responsibilities – The responsibilities of the Advisory Committee will include advising on and reviewing as necessary:

· Communication/marketing plan to ensure an excellent response rate;

· Project design with respect to feasibility, acceptability and adequacy;

· Survey instruments to enhance their reliability, validity and relevancy;

· Dissemination to promote effective uptake of findings and national action; and

· Networking opportunities to engage senior decision-makers in health and nursing education systems in follow-up of findings and their implications.

Advisory Committee Accountability – The Advisory Committee is advisory to the Project Coordinator, Heather Clarke, and the Board of Directors (steering committee) of the Canadian Nursing Informatics Nursing Association.

Advisory Committee Meetings – Meetings will occur via teleconference with the use of e-mail between meetings. It is anticipated that teleconference calls will occur on a regular basis – approximately once a month – with others planned as needed. The calls will be limited to one hour or less. Cost will be covered by the project.

Arrangements will be made for a face-to-face meeting in Ottawa at the Nursing Leadership Conference – February 2003

Acknowledgements – Members of the Advisory Committee will be acknowledged in reports to OHIH and dissemination of findings, as appropriate.
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· Pat Griffin, Scholar in Residence, Health Canada, Office of Nursing Policy
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